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People displacement has been an ordinary process all around the world since long time ago. Wars, discrimination, economy, 

religion, ideology, racism, etc., are only a few reasons due masses of people leave their countries, roots and relatives and look for 

another places in the world. 

 

Argentina is considered an immigrant country; most 

of the families have fathers, mothers, grandmothers 

and grandfathers from Europe and Middle East 

mainly. The country has been received big 

immigration process along its history, mainly during 

the end of XIX Century, in the beginning of XX 

Century, as well as during war and post World War II. 

The ships of the immigrants arrived to the “Hotel de 

los Inmigrantes” building (“Immigrants Hotel”) 

Immigrantes at the Immigrant Hotel in Buenos Aires 
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Museum of Contemporary Art of the Universidad Nacional 

de Tres de Febrero today) where they could spend some 

time before to enter the Buenos Aires City. Argentina still is 

receiving people mostly from bordering countries. Recent 

facts in Europe have this in common, Syrian refugee’s 

attempts to enter countries like Germany, Austria, Sweden 

and others in Europe. Again and again some situations are 

the same as long time ago in Buenos Aires. Linz City has 

received Syrian people also recently and the expectation of 

incoming people is similar to those who entered Argentina.  

 

Both cities have a common process and residents in 

Buenos Aires and Linz aware of new faces that appears in 

the streets. 

This “sudden appearance” is the very experience of the 

otherness. It is a symmetrical situation where new 

inhabitants and residents encounter face to face with very 

few and even none knowledge and communication of each 

other.  

Who is it? How is it like? Is it confidence?; will it love me?; 

will it hurt me?. These are some of possible questions at 

the time to find the presence and face of the other. 

This encounter with the otherness is an area for studies in 

social cognition in neuroscience at the moment. Many 

studies are achieved involving the way we, as humans, look 

Syrian immigrants 

Immigrants arriving to Buenos Aires 
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for confidence or not in other ones. Typical studies deals with the 

description of other people in terms of their aspect, social position, 

origin etc. [1][2][3] The way somebody describe the other person is what 

we call a “verbal portrait”; and the area in neuroscience dealing with 

such a representations is based in what is called “social judgments”. 

 

The project Verbal Portraits aims to capture such an “otherness 

encounter” in both cities by means a participative proposal where 

people are invited to describe verbally portraits that are shown in 

front of them. Immigrants and residents will be invited to allow take 

their video portrait; those records will be exposed in a screen in front 

of many people asking them to speak about the person they are 

watching. The image of resident people will be shown to immigrants 

and the portraits of immigrants will be shown to residents. The 

speeches describing them mutually will be recorded and database of 

social judgments attached to portraits will then developed according 

the participation of people.  

 

Same situation will be reproduced in Buenos Aires and Linz cities with 

immigrants and residents in each location. The social groups to be 

considered are Syrian immigrants / refugees in Linz and local people 

from Linz itself. In Buenos Aires, the groups of people to be 

considered for participating are Chinese, Bolivians, Paraguayans and 

Senegalese, all recent immigrants. 

Syrian Refugees. 

Immigrants	at	the	Hotel	de	los	Inmigrantes	in	Buenos	Aires	
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The database will be used for further speech analysis in order to catch the way people label, describe, conceive, design, talk about 

the other allowing all the people to have access to such a database. 

The sound speech, video and photo records and research results will be used in an installation specially designed for Ars Electronica 

in Linz and Muntref Inmigrantes in Buenos Aires.  
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